
SECTIONS 

(Abstract of Proceedings of Stated Meetings.'~ 

Mechanical and Engineering Scction.--Stated meeting held Thursday, 
January 6, I9Io. Charles Day in the Chair. Present, 29 members and 
visitors. 

In the absence of the Secretary tt~e reading of the minutes of the 
previous meeting was omitted, Chairman Day then introduced the speaker 
of the evening, Mr. C. A. Seley, who presented a paper entitled " Steel in 
Freight Car Construction." The lecturer reviewed the development of 
the use of structural steel for the underframing of freight cars and 
described how this led to the application for the superstructure of a struc- 
tural steel truss system of framing, thereby securing greater strength and 
rigidity than had previously been obtained by the use of steel on the under- 
frame alone. These features were adequately illustrated by lantern views 
showing the framing systems of gondola, hopper and box-cars and the 
completed cars as they appear in service. 

At the close of the lecture the subject was discussed by Messrs. Strat- 
ton, Basford, Pomeroy, Day, Colvin and the speaker. 

On motion of Mr. Colvin the subject was referred to the Committee 
on Science and the Arts and to the Committee on Publication and a vote 
of thanks of the Section was accorded the speaker. Adjourned. 

LUCIEN E. PICOLET, 
Acting Secretary. 

Electrical Section.--Stated meeting was held January I3, x9m, with 
Mr. Thomas Spencei" in the Chair. There were 47 members and visitors 
present. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 
After regular business was transacted, the paper of the evening on 

"Electrical Methods and Results of Electric Testing," by Dr. Clayton H. 
Sharp, of the Electrical Testing Laboratories, New York, was read. 

A vote of thanks was tendered the speaker for his paper. 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned. 

R:cxaAaI~ L. Bxm)m~, 
Secretary. 

Section of Physics and Chemistry.--Stated meeting held Thursday, Jan- 
uary 2o, x9xo, at eight o'clock in the evening, with Dr. E. Goldsmith in 
the Chair. Eighty-seven members and visitors were present. The minutes 
of the previous meeting were read and approved. Colonel B. W.  Dunn, 
Chief Inspector of the Bureau for the Safe Transportation of Explosives 
and Other Dangerous Articles, of the American Railway Association, pre- 
sented a communication entitled " Promotion of Safety in the Transporta- 
tion of Explosives and Other Dangerous Articles in the United States." 
Fatal accidents on railways due to the careless handling of dangerous 
freight were described and the necessity for uniform regulations for the 
transportation of such freight was emphasized. The origin, organization 
and work of the Bureau, as well as the ec~operation between the railways 
and the shippers of explosives and similar articles, were reviewed. The 
lecture was copiously illustrated with lantern slides showing the proper and 
the improper manner of transporting dangerous materials, and the de- 
structive effects of high explosives. The paper was referred for publica- 
tion. On motion, duly seconded, the meeting adjourned. 

Joseph S. H~elauR~, 
Secretary. 
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